
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Returnee children playing in Danamadja. (OCHA / Kropf) 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Attacks in northern Nigeria 

force 1,000 refugees into the 

inaccessible Lake region. 

 Floods in Salamat region 

affect around 8,000 people. 

 In Chad’s Sahel belt, over 

670,000 people receive food 

assistance during the lean 

season. 

 Government financing for 

national NGOs managing 

temporary camps for CAR 

returnees will be required 

past December 2014. 

 Relocations of CAR 

returnees from Sido and 

Doyaba transit sites to 

Maingama are suspended. 

 Repaired and improved 

runway makes Tissi 

accessible year-round. 

FIGURES 

Population 11.2 m 

Literacy rate 33.6% 

GDP per capita US$1,330 

Life expectancy 49.6 yrs 

Mortality rate  
under 5 years 

209/1,000 

Maternal 
mortality rate 

1,000 / 
100,000 

Access to 
potable water 

48.2% 

FUNDING 

623 million  
requested (US$) 

29.3% funded 

Uncertain future of temporary camps  
Tens of thousands of people from CAR remain in sites and need support 

The fate of tens of thousands of people that fled into Chad from the Central African 
Republic (CAR) in the first months of the year remains to be clarified. Of the 150,000 
people who entered into Chad, 
the majority are Chadian 
nationals, or of Chadian 
descent. Some 60,000 among 
them remain in temporary 
camps in N’Djamena and in 
the South of Chad, where they 
are provided with 
humanitarian assistance. Over 
25,000 are outside of the 
sites – living in small villages 
and remote communities 
throughout the south. 

Initial hopes that many of the 
people would leave the transit 
sites where they were initially 
welcomed to continue onwards 
to their areas of origin - the 
villages of their parents or 
grandparents throughout the 
country - have not materialized. 
Many of the returnees cannot 
count on family networks and 
therefore depend on 
humanitarian assistance in the 
camps.  

As of the end of September, over 62,000 Chadian returnees were still living in temporary 
camps and transit sites – those in transit sites, waiting still to be moved to temporary 
camps, where assistance can be improved. According to the results of a profiling 
conducted in Danamadja the majority of people (73 per cent) do not want to return to their 
homes in CAR and prefer to stay in the camps or integrate into surrounding villages. 

Today, the Government remains committed to ensuring the reintegration of Chadian 
returnees. The camps are not intended to be long-term structures – but temporary 
measures established to address the emergency humanitarian needs of a large number 
of people. The intention of the Government today remains that of closing these temporary 
camps and ensuring the longer-term and more sustainable reintegration of Chadian 
returnees. Reintegration assistance is also required for those people living outside of 

Temp. camp People Transit site People 

Danamadja 11,193 Doyaba 12,752 

Maingama 5,786 Djako 1,258 

Zafaye 4,252 Kobitey 6,114 * 

 Total: 21,231 Mbitoye 4,065 

  Sido 17,358 

   Total: 41,547 

Date: 30 September 
Sources: IOM, SECADEV  

 * verifcation 
ongoing 
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Weekly coordination meeting in 
Zafaye temporary camp. (OCHA / 
Kropf) 

3,556  
People were 
transferred 
unilaterally by the 
Government to 

Kobitey. 

camps – as well as for the nearly 30,000 people who returned, in the early days of the 
crisis, to their villages and places of origin.  

Government's plan for a long-term solution expected soon 

All eyes are now turned on the Government's medium and long-term plan to assist 
Chadian returnees that will clarify important aspects of how the authorities intend to 
proceed. The Government’s main objective is to help those people who want to stay in 
Chad reintegrate into local communities. 

From 12 to 22 August, an inter-ministerial mission visited temporary camps and transit 
sites in the south of the country and in N'Djamena to gather information on the longer-
term aspirations of the returnees, their economic backgrounds, and their concerns 
regarding reintegration.  

One of the mission's considerations will be on the possibility of making micro-credits 
available for the returnees to help them jump-start their own businesses and become part 
of the local economy. The plan is expected to be published at the end of October. 

Government financing for camp management runs out in December 

In the meantime, questions remain on the continued 
funding to be provided by the Government to the national 
NGOs commissioned by it to manage the returnee camps. 
In mid-September, the three organisations - the NGOs 
Agence de Développement Economique et Social (ADES) 
and Secours Catholique et Développement (SECADEV) as 
well as the Chadian Red Cross (Croix Rouge du Tchad, CRT) - were informed that they 
could not expect the Government's financing to extend further than 31 December 2014. 
At the moment, it is unclear what this means for the work of these organisations that have 
become indispensable for organizing distributions and the functioning of the temporary 
camps.  

Already, the activities of one of the NGOs are seriously hampered because the NGO has 
only received 35 per cent of the total amount originally allocated to it. SECADEV, in 
charge of camp management in Danamadja, also 
took on the additional task of managing the new 
transit site of Kobitey after the Government 
relocated the people from Doba transit site, 
adding to their workload. It is expected that the 
development of the mid- to long-term strategy, 
clarity will be provided on the need and timeline 
for continued humanitarian assistance in the 
camps. 

Challenging relocations from transit sites 
Forced relocations of CAR returnees undertaken from Doba to Goré 

On 8 August, without prior notice, the authorities of Logone Oriental 
began transporting people from Doba transit site to Kobitey - a site 
adjacent to the Danamadja temporary camp. Doba's local authorities 
sought to free the regional hospital and the school that had sheltered 
the returnees, and which needed to be returned in favor of the local 
population, given significant pressure to access these important 
social services. 

The following day, the humanitarian community started providing emergency clean water 
and shelter to the site of Kobitey. All the while, clearing the site, planning its layout, and 
establishing infrastructures, with people already living there has been a significant 
challenge. As of the end of September, 10 hectares of land (out of 90 hectares available) 
had been cleared. Clearing the land is difficult, as many emergency shelters built by the 
relocated people are in the fields of the local population. At the end of September, five 

Camp management 

Danamadja & Kobitey SECADEV 

Maingama CRT 

Zafaye ADES 

The Government's 

funding for camp 

management will run out 

at the end of the year.  
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fountains had been built, 130 shelters were under construction, 
including brick huts for the most vulnerable people, monthly food 
rations/vouchers were being distributed, and basic health 
services were being provided. 

The number of Chadian returnees on the site is still being 
clarified. According to IOM, some 3,556 people (883 households) 
were transported from Doba to Kobitey. By the end of September 
however, the site housed 6,114 people, according to SECADEV. 
Several hundred people arrived on their own from Doba, while 
others may have moved from Danamadja, and some habitants 
from Goré may have moved to the site hoping to register for 
assistance. A verification of the number of people living in 
Kobitey is underway. 

While the humanitarian community 
responded swiftly to the needs of these 
people, the Humanitarian Coordinator 
reiterated in discussions with the 
Government the importance of relocations 
being carried out voluntarily and in 
respect of humanitarian principles. He 
also reiterated the importance of 
informing the humanitarian community 
prior to such relocations so that the 
ground can be prepared to ensure 
transfers are undertaken in a way that 

preserves the dignity of those in need, and the continuity of needed humanitarian 
assistance.  

Relocations from Sido and Doyaba to Maingama suspended 

On 22 August, the planned relocations of people from the Doyaba and Sido transit sites 
to Maingama temporary camp in Moyen Chari region were temporarily suspended 
because insufficient shelter was available in Maingama to accommodate them. The first 
relocations took place in mid-June from Sido (1,967 people) and a month later, from 
Doyaba (3,819 people). Currently, 5,786 people are living in Maingama. 

Construction of additional shelters are 
hampered due to challenges in clearing the site 
from “brush” which has taken longer than 
expected, as well as the repeated vandalisation 
and looting of tents and tarps. 

Preparing the Maingama for further arrivals 
from Sido and Doyaba, and re-initiating the 
relocation, is urgent as the Governor of Moyen-
Chari region continues to advocate strongly on 
the need to close the transit site of Doyaba, as 
it is built on a military training site that is to be 
returned to use by the Armed Forces. 

On 13 September, the Government further requested that the layout of the temporary 
camp of Maingama shall be changed in a way to maximize the capacity and 
accommodate 30,000 people. The initial planning had foreseen a capacity of 16,000 
people with ample space to be used for agricultural activities. This initial site layout was 
chosen to help the people gain a degree of independence from food distributions. Taking 
into account the current population of Maingama (5,786 people), even a capacity of 
30,000 people will not suffice to host all people living in the transit sites of Doyaba 
(17,358) and Sido (12,752). A gap of shelter for roughly 5,800 people remains.   

The Government 

requested humanitarian 

actors to expedite the 

transfers and to 

maximise the capacity of 

Maingama. 

Even with the maximum 

capacity of 30,000 

inhabitants in Maingama, 

a gap of shelter for 

around 5,800 people 

remains.  

Emergency shelter in Kobitey in the fields 

of the local population. (OCHA / Kropf) 

People relocated from Doba 

in Kobitey. (WFP / Patel) 
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Violence in Nigeria forces people to Chad 
Humanitarian airlift and relocation to a safer zone for Nigerian refugees 

In the last days of July, approximately 
1,000 people arrived from Nigeria on 
the small, inaccessible island of 
Wortuchoua in Lake Chad, only four 
kilometres from the Nigerian border. 
They fled to Chad following an attack of 
militants on their village of Kolikolia in 
Nigeria's Borno state. 

The Government of Chad requested 
support from the international 
community to assist them upon their 
arrival. 

As an immediate response, on 3 
August, items to cover the basic needs of 1,500 people during seven days were airlifted 
to Wourtchoua. The cargo included emergency shelter, blankets, mosquito nets, water 
purification and treatment, basic medical supplies, malaria medication, household items, 
and high energy biscuits provided in a joint effort by UNICEF, UNHCR and WFP with the 
coordination support of the Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA. 

Relocating the Nigerian arrivals from Wourtchoua to safer zones - further from the border 
- was made a priority. A joint mission was conducted to prepare their arrival. Two sites 
were identified and prepared in Ngouboua, which already hosts Nigerian refugees and 
Chadian returnees from Nigeria.  

Due the unavailability of helicopters to 
support the transport, UNHCR began 
the relocation of the refugees, 
transferring some 179 individuals (51 
families) in the first convoy. A second 
convoy was organized on 1 September 
and found that there were no refugees 
left in Wourtchoua – as most had either 
returned to Nigeria or moved on to 
neighbouring Niger. 

As of 28 September, there are 1,860 
Nigerian refugees in Chad, according to 
UNHCR. UNHCR and the national 
refugee commission, CNARR, will provide protection to the Nigerian refugees, with 
particular attention to the vulnerable and those with specific needs. 

On 16 September, UNHCR and 16 partners - UN Agencies and NGOs - launched a joint 
call to donors for US$34 million to provide urgent assistance to tens of thousands of 
Nigerian refugees in Cameroon, Chad and Niger. The funds are needed to provide 
protection and life-saving assistance to over 75,000 people fleeing violence in north-east 
Nigeria's Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states, and to help thousands more expected to 
arrive in Cameroon, Chad and Niger by end of the year. Some $5.6 million are required to 
provide humanitarian assistance to Nigerian refugees in Chad. The plan estimates that 
some 10,000 refugees will enter Chad from Nigeria by December 2014. 

  

People who fled from Nigeria to Wourtchoua  
island in Chad. (Guy Yogo / UNICEF) 

Emergency shelter, 

blankets, mosquito nets, 

water purification and 

treatment, basic medical 

supplies, malaria 

medication, household 

items, and high energy 

biscuits were airlifted into 

to inaccessible Lake 

region. 

http://www.unhcr.org/541980459.html
http://www.unhcr.org/541980459.html
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8,000 
People have been 
affected by the 
floods in Salamat, 
according to 
estimates by 
humanitarians. 

 

Floods in Salamat region  
Thousands of people affected, villages remain inaccessible 

Heavy rains in the Salamat region in August caused massive floods 
that affected an estimated 7,000 to 8,000 people and caused five 
deaths, according to assessment missions undertaken in the 
provincial capital of Am Timan by the CRT, IOM, OCHA and 
UNICEF from 14 to 28 August. Between 1,100 and 1,900 people 
were affected in Am Timan, and specifically eight neighourhoods, 
where water reached up to two feet high (60 centimetres).  

Over 30 of the over 400 villages in the district of Am Timan are reportedly flooded. They 
remain inaccessible to date and no humanitarian evaluations have been undertaken as a 
result. Am Timan itself is not accessible by road due to the high water levels of two rivers 
on the road to Mongo in Guera province. The only access is via flights provided by the 
United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS).  

The assessments reveal urgent humanitarian needs, notably emergency shelter, 
household items, water sanitation and hygiene, food security and health. High energy 
biscuits are also urgently needed to prevent malnutrition in children under five years and 
mosquito nets for pregnant women and children. 

The CRT reports that houses made of mud 
collapsed, food stocks were destroyed, and 
water points and fountains were flooded. 
Submerged latrines are forcing people to 
defecate in the open with the risk of water 
borne diseases - like cholera - spreading.  

The floods also caused an increase of 
malaria cases in a zone that had already 
reported over 7,700 patients and 18 deaths 
in July. Many fields are reportedly destroyed. 
Staple food prices have risen on the 
markets - the price of maize and beans, for 
example, has doubled.  

People who lost their homes have found 
refuge in public buildings and with host 
families. The Government installed a crisis 
management committee, including the CRT, 
and allocated 30 million FCFA (US$58,000) 
to provide food to affected people. Another 
5 million FCFA (US$9,700) was donated by 
private donors, notably people living in 
N'Djamena whose zone of origin is the 
Salamat region. 

The Governor has distributed some food and household items to three sites in Am Timan 
where people have gathered. A local association disinfected eight fountains, distributed 
chlorine and started a sensitization campaign regarding good hygiene practices. UNICEF 
is supporting the health authorities of Am Timan district to deal with the risks of diseases 
associated with contaminated water. IOM has begun registering affected people in Am 
Timan. No other assistance has reached the region to date.  

  

People in Salamat region saving their belonging 
from the water (Photo: UNICEF) 

Houses collapsed, food 

stocks were destroyed, 

water points and 

fountains flooded and 

latrines submerged.  

The price of staple foods 

like maize and beans 

doubled after the floods. 

(Photo: UNICEF) 
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Getting through the lean season 
Food vouchers worth nearly US$10 million provided to 680,000 people 

The lean season - from the harvests in June to the next harvests four months later in 
September/October - is often the most difficult for families who depend on agricultural 
activities and are faced with shrinking yields. 

This year, the humanitarian community provided 
food assistance to over 681,000 people during 
the lean season, particularly in Chad's Sahel 
zone. This represents over 80 per cent of the 
810,000 people experiencing severe food 
insecurity during the lean season, according to 
the projections by last March of the Harmonised 
Framework.  

The areas most affected by food insecurity are 
the regions of Wadi Fira (61 per cent of people living in food insecurity), Guera (43 per 
cent), Kanem (39 per cent) and Bahr El Gazal (37 per cent). Food vouchers 
worthUS$9.61 million and nearly 4,000 tons of food were distributed in these regions with 
activities kicking off in June and July and lasting until end of October in some of the 
regions. About 2 million people are currently food insecure in Chad, representing 21 per 
cent of Chad's population. 

Direct food distributions were largely substituted with voucher programs this year. In 2013, 
15,000 tons of foods were distributed during the lean season and 35,000 tons were 
distributed in 2012, a year of food crisis in Chad. Substituting direct food distributions with 
vouchers with which beneficiaries can buy food on the markets supports the local 
economy and gives beneficiaries a choice of what to buy. It is a central step in enhancing 
the accountability of humanitarian action to affected people.  

Assistance during the lean season in Chad 2014  

Region Partner  
Vouchers 

(US$)  
Food (mt)  Benef ic iar ies  Donor (s)  

BAHR EL 
GAZAL 

OXFAM 1,824,088  
 

182,588 
CIAA /  DFID /  ECHO /  

PAM 

BATHA ACTED 350,562  
 

17,100  PAM 

 
CRF 

 
120 6,300  PADL GRN/ UE  

 
SOLIDARI

TE 
381,201  300 18,000  ECHO /  PAM 

GUERA 
MOUSTAG

-BAL  
445 22,000  PAM 

 
OXFAM 289,016  

 
37,908  ECHO 

KANEM  ACF 1,989,415  981 90,543  DFID/ ECHO/ PAM 

LAC ACTED 1,113,299  
 

36,000  ECHO/ PAM 

OUADDAI  ATURAD 
 

304 15,185  PAM 

 
CRT 

 
202 10,000  PAM 

 
CRS 462,356  

 
11,840  USAID 

WADI FIRA ADES 
 

740 37,000  PAM 

 
CARE 2,232,934  

 
112,301 ECHO/ PAM/  USAID  

 
SECADEV 

 
891 44,000  PAM 

 
CRS 969,020  

 
40,635  USAID 

  
Total:   

9,611,891  
Total:   
3,983 

Total:  
 681,400   

Food vouchers leave the choice of what to buy to 
the beneficiaries. ( UNICEF) 

Direct food distributions 

were largely substituted 

with voucher programs, 

giving the beneficiaries 

more choice and 

supporting the local 

economy. 

http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-home/en/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-home/en/
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4 
Carjackings were 
reported by 
UNDSS in 2014. All 
of them happened 
in the east of Chad. 

200+ 
Partners are 
working in the 8 
activated clusters in 
Chad. 

Improving humanitarian access to Tissi  
Rehabilitation of runway guarantees acces to extreme east year round 

Located in Sila region in south-east Chad, Tissi borders CAR and Sudan. The sub-
prefecture of Tissi hosts over 23,000 Chadian returnees from CAR and 21,000 refugees 
from Darfur (Abgadam refugee camp). The zone is one of the most remote areas of the 
country and access is extremely difficult. Access from the provincial capital Goz Beida to 
Tissi is impossible during the rainy season due to over 20 dry riverbeds, knows as “wadis”, 
that fill with water – and are impassable - during these months. The only access to Tissi 
during this time of the year is by air. 

During the rainy season, the runway in Tissi, which was in a very poor state, was not 
useable because it would flood. The United Kingdom's Department for International 
Development (DFID) provided US$501,672 to WFP in June to make the runway 
serviceable year round. For humanitarian actors operating in the area, this is a strategic 
investment which will support the provision of relief to highly vulnerable populations 
throughout the year. 

The rehabilitation process began in May – until the rainy season forced the work to be 
suspended. The work is scheduled to resume in October once the rainy season is over. 
All the while, the landing strip which is currently 1,100 metres long by15 metres wide, is 
sufficient for UNHAS to connect Goz Beida and Tissi with a daily flight on weekdays. It is 
the first time in ten years that Tissi is accessible during the rainy season.  

Thanks to the Tissi airstrip, Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF) – one of the few 
humanitarian organisations with a 
physical presence in Tissi – is able to 
deliver essential life-saving medicines, 
and evacuate people in need of urgent 
surgery. “Malaria is one of the major 
causes of death in Tissi, but thanks to 
regular UNHAS flights, we can turn 
things around that could otherwise be 
catastrophic,” explains Ibrahim Kanadi, 
logistics coordinator with MSF.  

In brief: 
UN vehicle stopped and robbed in Ouaddai region 

On 22 September, a convoy of two UNHCR vehicles was stopped 
and robbed by armed men between Abéché and Farchana in 
Ouaddai region. The driver of one vehicle was slightly injured, and 
the passengers were robbed of their money and mobile phones. The 
assailants fled in one of the vehicles before abandoning it. It was 
recovered the next day. The convoy had left Abéché with the 
mandatory armed escort by DPHR (Détachement pour la Protection des Humanitaires et 
des Réfugiés). The vehicles had lost contact with the escort when the incident occurred. 
This is the fourth carjacking reported by the United Nations Department of Safety and 
Security (UNDSS) since the beginning of the year. All incidents happened in the east of 
the country. 

OCHA strengthens the capacity of Clusters in Chad 

On 18 and 19 September, OCHA held a capacity building workshop 
for cluster leads and co-leads. Thirty participants representing the 
clusters in Chad reviewed the roles and responsibilities of cluster 
coordinators, practical tips on facilitation, and the humanitarian 
coordination architecture, and the interaction between the strategic 
Humanitarian Country Team and the operational Inter-cluster 

Tissi runway under construction. (Source: UNHAS / Mwangi) 

Thanks to Tissi airstrip, 

essential life-saving 

medicines can be 

delivered and medical 

evacuations conducted 

throughout the year. 
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31 
Cases of cholera in 
Chad by 1 October.  
(UNICEF, IMC). 

Coordination Group (ICCG). Seven clusters are operational in Chad: Camp Coordination 
and Camp Management/Shelter, Education, Health, Food Security, Nutrition, Protection, 
and Water, Hygiene and Sanitation (30).  

 

Cholera outbreak in Cameroon spreads to Chad 

The cholera outbreaks in neighbouring Cameroon and Nigeria 
spread into Chad. On 11 August, the first patient - whose diagnosis 
was later confirmed by laboratory tests as cholera - was admitted to 
the health centre of Bipare (Mayo Kebbi Ouest region, Lere district) in 
the south of Chad. More than 25 people were treated for cholera in 
Bipare.  

Cholera broke out in Cameroon in April and has affected some 2,176 people as of mid-
September. As of the end of September, cholera also reached Chad's Lake region where 
11 patients tested positive on rapid tests on the island of Kinasserom. A cholera 
treatment unit (CTU) with nine beds was put in place. Kinasserom is an important trade 
hub for fishermen and traders from Nigeria, Cameroon and Chad.  

A cholera outbreak is ongoing in Nigeria’s Borno state, where 1,742 cases and 75 deaths 
have been recorded since the beginning of June to mid-September. Health authorities in 
Chad are concerned that the outbreak could spread in the region including to Bol, the 
provincial capital of Chad's Lake region.  

 

Interesting links  

 
UNHCR: Emergency Response for the Nigeria Situation - Supplementary Appeal 
http://www.unhcr.org/541980459.html 
 
UNHCR: Update on Nigerian Refugees 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCRCHAD-UpdateonNigerianRefugees_8Sept2014.pdf 
 
IOM Regional Response to CAR crisis - Situation Report 9-22 September 2014 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM-Regional-Response-to-the-CAR-Crisis-Sitrep-9-22-
September-2014.pdf 
 
OCHA: Sahel Humanitarian Dashboard  
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HumDashboard_Sept2014_v2.pdf 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Alice Armanni Sequi, Head of Office    sequi@un.org Tel: +235 66 64 10 04 
Philippe Kropf, Public Information Officer   kropf@un.org  Tel: +253 68 85 10 03 
Augustin Zusanné, Public Information Officer Assistant zusanne@un.org Tel: +235 63 90 09 13 

 
For more information, please visit http://www.unocha.org/tchad/ or http://reliefweb.int/country/tcd or http://tchad-one-un.org/. 
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